Letters of Nathaniel Wallieh relating to the 

Establishment of Botanical Gardens 

in Singapore. 

I >y Dit. R. ITanitsch. 



The following letters by Nathaniel W allieh having reference to 

_ — a _ M 


IV 



hment of Botanical Gardens in Singapore have 



copied from those preserved in the Library of the Loyal Botanical 
Gardens, Calcutta, by kind permission of the Superintendent, Major 
A. T. Gage, i.m.s., on the suggestion of Mr. 11. N. Ridley, c.m.g., 

ij 7 T C* O 

P.R.S., formerly Director of the Botanical 



w 



f JVM im 1 ( \ I/I l vV IVfl 17 l 1 » 1 V v *- v * - J i * 

i attention was drawn to them during his visit to Calcutta 

^ ■ _ * m j —, * 

after his retirement earlv in IDll At the request ol this 8>ociet\, 
Major Gage kindly caused the letters to he copied, and they are 
given below. 

Dr. Nathaniel Wallieh* was a Dane by birth. Born in Copen¬ 
hagen on January 28th 178(>, he joined the medical service ol the 
Danish settlement at Serampore as surgeon in 1807, and when the 

dace fell into tin* hands of the East India Company in 1813, he 
entered the English service and became Superintendent of the 
Botanic Gardens, Calcutta, in ISlo. ]Ic was in valided home in 
1828, hut returned to India some years later. He finally retired to 

England for <n>o<l in 1847 and died there, in Gower Street, Blooms- 
bury, on April 28th 1854. 

His extensh e 1 ravels of exploration in Nepal, Western Hindu¬ 
stan, Ava and Lover Burma, and bis numerous and important 

rations brought .him scientific distinction so rapi 
1 s->*» he was elected a Frllow of the Royal Society. ^ Ilis most 
important work was his tl Plante Asiatics Rariores, 3 A bis., 1 olio, 
London, 1830-1832. There is a portrait of Wallieh hv Maiyuin 
■9, in the 1 {atiles Museum, presented by Mr. Ridley some years 
ap'ii. Mount W’allich, Singapore, for many years a striking land¬ 
mark between Tan j ong Pagar and the town, hut now m<>stl\ re¬ 
moved and ignominously dumped into the sea to form the leluk 

Awr Reclamation, is called after hint. , 

\\ allieh’s first visit to Singapore was more or 1 ms 4 nu t« r o 
ehanee, as on account of his health he merely intended to proceed 

to Cliina on . ... _ _ - . _ ., 

So we 

may presume that he arrived in Singapore towards the end of 
August of that year. However, Wallieh never went to tina. 

A . 





Ill 



- .... ,iv months’ leave. The letter in which he applies for 

leave, and which is given below, is dated July 19th lw*. 



*See Dictionary of National Biography. Vol. Ljx. p. I 35 

m 
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spent all his leave in Singapore, and as appears from the last of 


the four letters here published, lie returned to Calcutta soon after 


November 21st 1822. 


11 is application for leave to 



•eed to China runs as 



1 ows: 



C. TjEsinnotox, Esq.. 



<; Chief Secretary to Cover 

t - 1 t * 

in the General Department. 



Sir. 


& 



S 


It is with extreme regret that T he” leave t«> address you on 

occasion soliciting, his Excellency the Most Noble the Governor 

Genera] ill Council will please to grant me leave of absence for six 

months, to proceed to China for the ret-overv of mv health. The 

state of the latter has ever since the severe tit of jungle fever, 

ir last, on my wav down from Nipal, 

* • * 

been very precarious: and during the latter two months l have been 

completely exhausted, in consequence of repeated, and at present 
almost daily attacks of fever, which have rendered a voyage to sea 


which 1 suffered, in Xove 



indispeusiblv necessary, as will he seen from the Medical lertiflcate 
of I)r. Ni col son and MacWhirter, which I have the honour to 

enclose. 

2 . Adverting to the most distinguished consideration, which 
his Lordship in Council has always boon pleased to hestow on the 
a flairs ot the establishments under my superintendence 1 venture 
humbly to solicit, that Mr. \V. Leyecstcr, the chief judge of the 

Sndder Dewanny and Xixanmt Adawdut. mav be permitted to 

* 7 J ■ * 

officiate in that charge during mv absence, that gentleman navmg 

* P 4 7 P 

niost politely offeivd his valuable servict * t<> me on this occasion. 

lotanic 



to take 


3. In order if life he spared, I mav henelit 

garden in some manner by my voyage I request permission 
two ot the apprentices attached to it ? Julius Pigent and George 
Huddnrt, with me for the purpose of assisting me in collecting 
such objects as I may meet with, especially such plants, as it maj 

be desirable to introduce into Bengal and lastly I beg to appeal to 

of George Porter,! the head 

of healtli as will be seen from 



Excellency in Council in 



overseer of this garden, whose stat 




tin* accompanying ee 

a vovage to sea very neeessarv to save 


now offers itself f 


ificate of Dr. MacWliirter* is such, as to make 

A n op] )oda8ly 



c 




- accompanying me part of the voyage 1)11 

the llonble Company’s ship Sir David Scott, and it is gratifying to 

me to add, that such has been his conduct in tin* discharge ot his 



t Mr. Burkill, the present Director of the Singapore Gardens, tells me that 
>rt;e Porter, on the recommendation of Wallieh, subsequently became 
Headmaster of the Free School. Pen ang, and was also put in char- of 
the Government Botanical Gardens there. 

lour. Straits branch 
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bs, as to re 
deserve mv ! *«*st 




s services very vaiiif 



absence 






will 


Supreme Govt. be pie 



•<ten : 



to 




d urine hi> 



to Liiant 



per 





t 


mission to <ro to IVnanrr and return from thence l»v tilt* 

(f O * * 

opportunity. Of course there will he no possible extra-expenses on 
account of the overseer and apprentices above mentioned. 

1 have etc. 

(Sigd.) X. Wallicii. m.d. 

Superintendent. 

Botanic Garden, 19th July, 1822. 

-r m* ‘ 

1 } .S. I request also an order for the reception ot my 

Mussahnan servants on hoard the Sir 1). Scott. 



o 


(Sigd.) 




1LLIC1I 


( X.B 



i i 


>ove postscript was kindly added by Mr. Si 


NvV. 


I.ushington according? to his note to me of the 26th 



Though only a visitor to Singapore, Wallich rapidly came into 
prominence, and took part in the public affairs of the town which 

vear of its still youthful existence. 



was 
As wt 





er of 



I I 



on onlv in the 

I * * 

see from Raffles* Memoirs,”* especially from a 
his. dated Singapore, June 17th 1819, and addressed to 

two had known each other for several years previous to 
latter s visit to Singapore, their common interest in Natuia 1 
History having no doubt brought them together. So we cannot be 
>riscd that Raffles availed himself ol his friends scientific 





knowledge and appointed hint, together with Dr. Lumsdaine and 
Captain Salmond, Harbour-master of Rencoolen, to form a Com* 
mittee to renort on the southern bank of the Singapore River, and 





11 > suitability, from a hygienic point of view, tor 
Ihickley, in his u Anecdotal History of Singapore, Vol. I, p. * 


>srs 

1 O 



oinew 



prematurely speaks ol 



shortly refers to this, 
then as “ Dr. Wallich, of the Gardens” Of course, there were no 
Botanic Gardens in Singapore ut that early dale. 

The lleport of the Oornmittec is as follows! 

The Qoiihlc 

Sjii u Tii. S. Riffles. 

Double Sir, 

c iiuw tlie honour of acknowledging tire receipt of vour 
letter under date the 17 th instant 

mittee lor the nurnose oi considering and iepoitin,- upon <i p .in 

»f a range of warehouses for 

the onnosifo 


W 


i * a' 

nominating us t»> hr 




(\>m 




rein 





>osed for the construction < 

the accommodation of the lSuro}>ean Meix-hants 

a 

or Southern bank of the Singapore r _ 

• Memoir of the Life amt Public Service* of Sic SUmford R:»me* 

R. S. By his W idow, L>ntlon f 1830, p. 3S‘2, 

m* A. Soc,, No. 65 , 1913 . 
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2. In conducting onr enquiries relative to a subject so mater¬ 
ially connected with the commercial interest of this most enterpris¬ 
ing factory, we have deemed it our dutv to consult everv source 

Q w 7 * • 

authentic information that appeared in any shape to bear upon the 
main question or to lead to a just and rational conclusion on the 
various consideration which it embraces. The points whieh appear 
to have the most imperative claims on our attention are the 

praeticahility of the plan, on an efficient scale, the salubrity of 
site of the proposed buildings and the general expediency of the 
measure in contemplation. 

The tract of land on the back of the Southern bank of 

lower than that of the opposite side, and 



*> 

* >. 


loll Id 



the river is in general 

for want of a proper embankment is commonly overflowed during 
the height ot the spring lidos. There can he no < 
that, on raising and draining it. and bv defending it by means oi 
a strong piece of masonry along the river side, not only will those 
extensive ground l>e rendered permanently dry and salubrious but 
they will become available for all purposes of building and cul¬ 
tivation, The healthy appearance of the numerous Chinese settlers 
under various circumstances of exposure and the total absence 



among them of diseases peculiar to low and marshy situations are 

to us convincing proofs, that the grounds have continued hitherto 
as perlectly salubrious as any other part of the settlement. At < 

events the proposed measure, combining as it does the most im¬ 
portant advantages to tlu> mercantile community with those ot 

elleetual draining, seems to he called for in every point of view. 

1 . bl'otU a caret III IiiM'^oMjiI lanminnltnn flu* vile ot the 


personal examination of the Site 

proposed buildings we feel warranted in giving it as onr decided 
opinion that the plan is fully practicable; and it may be 

r the 




• to 



in 



IIS 




. owing to 








pee 



c in question, forming the concave side 



* • 


reco 




| greatest force of the tides, will necessarily continue the deepest 
and consequent hotter adopted for merchantile purposes than even 

the Northern side t while on the other hand the necessity of securing 
it bv 


a i 



embankment becomes more obvious. 


*). The general xpediency of the measure is unquestionable 

not only on account of the decision of the Supreme Government, 

adverted to in the letter under reply, hut also on account ol the 
greater facilities which it offers for the opeiations of commerce and 

Inch it would effect in the appearance of the 


the improvement w 
Settlement, with tin 


I* 



r c 


ertamty of preserving its S 



even under the prospects ol ;i considerably denser population, from 

the comparative ease with whieh the small branch of the river in 


question might he made to drain the adjacent ground* a measure 



we beg most particularly to recommend. Finally we take 


the liberty to observe, that it would be impossible to select any other 
site, combining all the advantages that which have been detailed 


above. 



tie 



therefore we art 


of opinion 
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projected plan of constructing warehouses on the South hank of 
the river and of draining the low ground in the rear of it, is not 

o o 

only highly expedient and perfectly practicable, hut 


* I I I 7 

A 

mg circumstances the most advantageous and fittest that 

adopted in accomplishing the grand objects in view. 

We have the honour to be. 



*r e.ust- 





2:>rd 




Your most 


(Signed) James Ltmsdain 


N. Walucii. 




f > 
1* 





■ i). & Pi i. i' 


Francis Salmon d. 




Wallich’s third letter is a recommendation, addressed to II; 



es. 


to establish Botanic* and Experimental hardens in Singapore, but 
we may feci sure that, previous to the date of this official letter, the 
two men, together with other 




fullv discussed 



explanation. 


g residents of the place, had 
. matter. The letter requires no 
except a short reference to Dr. William Jack, to give him his full 
name. Jack was horn in Aberdeen, in 1795, entered the Bengal 
Medical Service as surgeon, devoting all his snare time to botanical 



researches. Bailies met him in Calcutta in L818. ami took him to 



atra to as-i>t in the study of the flora of that 


c 


hief 


k was 



S 


> * 


ala van 



stvl lames. 


a % 


Vos. 



in 


Bencoolen 1820-1, which wore reprinted by Sir W. 0. Hooker some 



»»1 PO * 



Jack died 





, on 



s aiier. oacK i 

the boat on which B a Hies had already embarked for Singapore and 

ached Singapore on 






The letter runs as follows: 




Si a t. S. Raffles. Ki 


Lieut, (iovr 


o 


f 



’a 


Honhle Sir, 



* * 



tii* orn a* * 


* a 



1 request your 



irent attention \v 



I 







submitting 



It 



>e r 
ha vi 



11 w 


r I it * mind a 


your consideration some eteas. w 

occurred to me relative to the expediency <»f establishing a Bm« 
and Experimental Harden <m this Island. 

■■ on 1 1 1 perhaps he impossible to picture to 
situation better calculated in every respect to accomplish the ends 
of such an institution than that, which Singapore represents in 
reality, placed unde? circumstances the most favourable for iu- 
erenous a> well as foreign vegetation and forming part of 
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richest archipelago in the world—its soil yielding to none in fer¬ 
tility, its climate not exceeded by anv in nnifonnitv. mildness and 

% fc #/ 

salubrity. It abounds in an endless 
teresting to the botanist, the agriculturist and the tran 

O " o 




unrivalled racnities and opportunities of disseminating these 

treasures and exchanging them lor others, To form a just 

estimate of natural curiosities would require the labours at least 

of some years, exclusively devoted to its investigation: an under- 

* * *■ . , 

taking, which the infancy of the settlement, together with various 

other concurrent circumstances have naturally prevented from be¬ 
ing hitherto accomplished. Fortunately tin* researches ol barely 

a few weeks, instituted bv niv only predecessor in this interesting 

■ * - • 

field and amply verified by my own personal observations are more 
than ftdei|iiatc to examplify what has been advanced abovi•. both a 
to the wonderful resources of the Island and the ease with which 


they might he s 



further augmented. 


Here may I hope to be forgiven 
moments in retnleting a feeble tribute 

i” 

of a departed friend, to whose lot it w< 



I indulge a few 


oi respect to the memory 

fallen and who 

tit 




» 




would have heou hv far the best able to address von on 

* * I 

occasion. had lie not thus early sunk a victim to the most ardent 

* , 

pursuit of knowledge. During Mr. Jack’s short and unostentatious 
but highly useful and meritorious career. In- comprehensive mind 

extended to e\eiv branch almost of moral and physical science 

* I • | 

of success, of which none can be a better judge than 

with you r 


yourself. Ilonhle Sir. who was 




with a degree 

Cl — ' ■ * ‘ ▼ 

to nonoui 

•i i iii 

distinguished friendship and confidence, and which the world lias 
ample opportunities of appreciating from his numerous valuable 

unions to the common stock of information both printed s 

I .| 

o his family ami friends the untimely loss or 

. * • 

it be replaced to the 

*st rate 


c 




in manii&ciipt. 


nor ci 



<»rt limit c com I > i na t ion ot 





os. 


Hindi a man is indeed irreparable; 

but by an equal)) 

talents, with the utmost suavity of temper and urbanity 

1 return with pleasure iroin this painful digression to the 

magnificent and novel productions which adorn this delightful 
[aland* Scarcely a dozen of these are known to the world beyond 

m * 

what have been published by mv departed friend in 
M iseellanies and the Li mien n Transact ions, perhaps 




avan 

m ." 

them had ever found its wav into anv botanic srarden in Lumpc. 



< eservei 


In this View alone the proposed establishment wo 

elaim every attention which could he bestowed on it bv a 

* * 

Government, independent oi the numerous other advantages w 




ten 



it 



1 


M >S - 





, in common with all similar ins 

Which it would In* perfectly unnecessary to take up your Yf 

time in enumerating here. It will be presently seen, however, that 
there are considerations of an agricultural and commercial natur< 

of such importance to this most flourishing ttlcmcnt as to render 


an cxperjme 



garden an object of no common interest to its 

Tour, Straits Braiw h 
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prosperity. I allude to ;i vast number of trees, constituting the 

these priiiH‘\al forests, whieh fullv deserve the trial <>f an 



\ ( I 


expensive eultivation. 



^inong them there are main 



r tit for ship and house 1 




WHICH VICK 

m * 

gs and Jor all purposes of 

carpentry and joinery; if the Teak i- not among their number, 
others will he found, so closely rese 
eatures, as to be little inferior to that celebrated wood. Indeed 
1 have no hesitation in asserting that the spontaneous pro< 
of the Island would afford ahundanee of every material or ! 



ing it in its principal 



oils 


construction of Ships of every description and size, and that the 

# l * I. 

leak. Sisso, Mahogany, Bamboo am 


>f 


cultivated here. 


success 


real variety of others, 

* * 

introduced and 


hi 


ado 


might with the fairest prospect! 

The experiments whieh have already been 

by the Resident, Lieut. Col. Fartjuhar, to whose unbounded hos¬ 
pitality and most cordial cooperation I am indebted for whatevei 


success has hitherto attended my enquiries on the Island abundantly 

prove, that the (’love and Nutmeg thrive here uncommonly we 

17 i ' * 

nor is this to he wondered at since the wild species of the latter 

are so numerous, that I have been able to discover no less than five 
distinct ones in the immediate vicinity of the Cantonments alone* 

In fact there are neither mountains, ravines, fetovious animals, or 

an v other impediments in the wa?of cult iv at ing these valuable trees: 

on the contrary the freonent lulls which lie scattered over the whole 
of the Island, none of them, probably, exceeding loti feet in per¬ 
pendicular height, present the most advantageous situation for (heir 

g owtli. 1 low well the Pepper, Gambler, even the Sugar-cane 

succeed is obvious from the number of their tlourishing plantations, 
and that the best cotton in the world, the lVrniamhuco sort, 
thrives luxuriantly may lie seen from the individuals that have been 


raised from seeds, imported by yourself a few years ago sit the very 

commencement of the Colony. The Coffee shrill) promises to 

succeed as well here a?- it does in -lava: even Tea grows freely and 

bv ilie 




vast Dumber of 



avail 


ind exoti 



seems to lose nothing in luxuriance of flower ami 

~ • •*. ' p . ' wm . . , w § • +- * - W ' «*• - -i Ptm f * ^ 

hange from its natural climates. Similar observations apply to a 

* fruits and vegetables cereal 
grains and other objects of husbandry and horticulture, which offer 

|l • * • 

themselves as well deserving of a judicious and efficient trial. In 
short wherever the eves are turned, we behold a ni«*>t enchanting 


scene of nature bountiful almost without a parallel and holding out 


who mnv choose to 



Conviction, that the causi 


unfailing reward a in I success to every one, 

f 1 §' <* 

draw on her riches. 

reference to these fftets and deeply impressed with {he 

continue to derive the Utmost support and eneoiirap inent from your 
enlightened (loveriinieilt 1 hen* leave to rerommefld that a suitahle 
pieee of ground may he appiopriatrd in tin* neighbourhood of the 

K urn pea n town for the purposes of a botfttUC garden and for the 

cultivation of the indit nous plants of Singapore 



R. A. Soc., No. 65, I9U, 


46 


LETTERS OP NATHANIEL WALLICH. 


and (lie adjacent 



as 



as of such others of foreign 


growth, as it might he desirable to submit to a skilful trial, pic- 





vious to encouraging their general introduction. The expenses 
such a garden would. I imagine, be moderate: that thee 
the event he infinitely compensated by the beneficial results, which 
the public at large would derive from its influence, 1 am certain. 
They would be limited to the support of an efficient establishment 
and to a few monthly contingencies, and might he defrayed hv a 

w u 7 * t/ 

Uumher of spice trees expressly cultivated for that purpose. I 
am confident that the Supreme Government would willingly 
authorize my supplying some botanical apprentices and a couple of 

experienced gardeners from the llonhle Company's botanic garden 
at Calcutta and finally I should feel the highest pride and satis- 



in being honored with the general superintendence of an 
institution which promises to prove s<> ornamental and so 
to this settlement. 



I have the honor to be 



S i r, 


Your \ ost 



and 11 umble Servant 


(Signed) X. Waixk it. M. iX I’ll. I>. 

Sunt. Bnl, (limit'll, ('(licitltd 


Singapore. 2nd November, 1822. 


Wallieh's fourth letter, a reply to one of Raffles, gives parti* 


eulars about the site of the proposed Gardens, but I am not aware 
whether the plans mentioned therein are still in existence. How- 

can roughly trace the extent of those Cardens. ‘‘The 

(lovernment or Singapore hill" mentioned in the letter, is, of 

course. Foit Canning Hill: “the small 




. , at the time ap¬ 
parently a picturesque watercourse, is the present prosaic Stamford 

le>;i(| ( anal: “ Sa legy road is in it- modern form S e 1 Gffie Road: 


Bukit Salegy must, according to an old plan of Singapore pre¬ 
served in the Baffles Library, dated Calcutta, 1836, be what is now 

called Mount Kmilv where the high le\e 


I 


it Mated. 


( antoilment Road ' I 





....v. neservoir is 

not been able to trace; it can. of 
course, have nothing to do with the road of that name running 

at the present day from the Sepoy Lines Police Station to Neil 

hoad. I erhaps it was what is now called Armenian Street, or the 
town end of Fort Canning Road. So tin 
would have covered the X. F. slo 


o 



Botanic Gar 



pe of Fort Canning, 








Cemetery there, the present site of the tallies 
Lawn Tennis Ground, Dliobie Ghaut 

Linih. < )n the Northern and X. \\. slope of Fort Canning they 
probably also included the far end of Fort Canning Road. Te 


seuin, t he Ladie 
Suohia and Mo 



Jour. Straits Branch 
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h’oad and Penang I. tine, and 

C* 7 

certainly preserved some 
i lie present day. 



site of 



old Gardens lias 



of its former rustic character up to 


The letter runs as follows: 


The llotlble 


Sot Thomas S. [{ mtlj-s 



r 11 


xioiri 


Lieut. Govr. of Sumatra, 


etc., etc., ete. 


Honble Sir. 


I beg leave to acknowledge the receipt <»l your letter of the 15th 


instant replying to the application I had the honor of addressing 
you on the 2nd of this month. 

In conformity with your instruction I have carefully examined 
the ground suggested fay you as the most eligible site for the pro¬ 
posed botanic and experimental garden and I have to state, that the 


result has been in the highest degree satisfactory, they appear to be 

, r' ~ ” * y * i i 

in every respect calculated to answer the ends in view. In order to 

enable you to form a clear idea of the situation and extent of the 
land which I take the liberty to solicit mav be added to the govern- 

i * 

nient garden, I beg to submit to your approbation the accompanying 
sketch made at very short notice hv Lieut. I\ Jackson, Assistant 

i *“j ^ 0 a * 

vngineer, i<» whose remix* ami valuable aid I staml great I v indebted 

I * Cj v 

ffltt tins occasion. 

N ou will lie i)leased to observe that the government garden forms 

1 * « ‘ o o 

the points from whence we have proceeded and that, together with 
the proposed additions, it forms an oblong tract, occupying a pro¬ 
portion of the eastern part of the Government or Singapore hill and 
the adjacent low grounds extending in a X. \\. direction, whore it 

• \ * 7 C" ? 

,s terminated bv Bukit Salegry. From thence in a S. E„ direction 

* i * i * ^ 

it is bounded by the Salegy road: the cantonment road forms it- 

1 'l 1 ^ * 

8. E. boundary and the road leading round Singapore hill close t<> 
the government garden defines its S. W. side. Bv fun 

g the garden it will be made to comprise an area of about 

IS acres (or 144 Bengal biggsihs) of land, enjoying ; 

tages specified in your letter, of soil and aspect, elevation and do- 

v of water from a 


s e. 



am 





e advan- 


pression. dmiess and wc 



* 


u 


sim 



rivulet running nenrlx through its mil 




, Uc-idc.' 



St * < 


)f 


* l;ts . v access, and such as must necessar 



result from itsl situation 

■w i.. w m ■■ m m w ■ ■ ^ « m m> m m. w m ■m w ww wh "» 

m 

immediately under the eye of the chief authority. 

f l he accompanying plan refers, however, t ■ 

88 far as it is suggested that this should he surrounded bx an appro¬ 
priate enclosure; but I request that I may by no means he under¬ 
stood as intending to exclude fi m the objects of the garden the 
other parts of the government hill, which you have been pleased to 




On the contrary, I beg to propose, that 
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they should be laid out as a park by the superintendent and orna¬ 
mented with a variety of trees and shrubs, indigenous and foreign, 

■' * _ | 

that they should form part of his charge and thus he rendered 
essentially eont rilmtive to the general objects of the Singapore 
botanic and experimental institution. 

e immediate departure of the ‘John Adam,’ on which 



proceed to Bengal. unfortunately pre< 
into anv < 





of the internal arrangement of 


es my entering at prose 

e garden : I shall 



owever. 



<e the earliest opportunity of submitting my views 

have 1 


l 



this respect for your consideration. In the meantime 

pleasure to report that Mr. Asst. Surgeon Montgomerie at this sta¬ 
tion. to whom 


applied accon 




g to vour permission, win ne ex* 
tremely happy to undertake the temporary charge of the garden. 
I have accordingly had the honor of consulting with him on the 

Q « 1 'I 

most material points to be immediately attended to, and we have 

agreed on the necessity of devoting the whole of the monthly sum 
<>f (>o Dollars, which has been allowed for the cultivation of tno 

of ten 


ost; 





garden, to tin* support of a permanent 

labourers and one overseer; and we propose reserving your splendid 

donation for sueli purposes, as will at once eminently benefit the 
institution, and perpetuate the name of it - munificent founder and 


first pat ron 


n coin 


milted i" rendei 


sion I respectfully solicit to he per 
Von my warmest and most grateful thanks for the Haltering manner 

• * ti , | 


P T %■ • 

m which you have been pleased to accept and notice my 
endeavours: a distinction w 




express and w 

merit. 



I value more than I can possihiv 

eo 1 shall alwu' ' exert mvself to the utmost to 


I have the honor to he. 


Iloiible Sir. 


Y 


our most obedient 



ile Servt 


Singapore, 2 1st November, Ls^2. 


(Signed) X. Wallioh, UJ< 

Stud. Hot. Harden. 


These Gardens were discontinued after June 30th 1829, possi- 

>1 \ for reasons ot economy. Me r;iii only surmise that the then 

Director extravagantly exceeded the vote of $60 monthly, which 
ha Hies and Mallich had considered sufficient for their upkeep. 
From that date tor the next thirty year Si ngapore was without 
Botanical Gardens, and the present world-famed Cardens, with 
their matchless site in Tanglin, were established only in I860. 


Jour. Straits Riaich R. A. 
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